League Finals Reports - 20th June 2010 NSW GAA, Sydney


Camogie Final

Clan NaGael 3-12  
Central Coast 2-08

Clan NaGael claimed their first Camogie title in an exciting encounter with Central Coast which despite the 7pt winning margin was up for grabs until the last few minutes.  Coast have dominated Camogie in NSW since it started back in 2006 but with Clan recording a 100% record in the round robin phase a close decider was anticipated.

The first half was a hectic, end to end affair.  After the opening ten minutes the scores were tied at 1-04 each with both goalkeepers being called upon to make great point blank saves.  Scores were at a premium in the next 5mins at Clan edged ahead by adding 2pts to Coasts' 1pt.  Coast dominated the remaining minutes of the half however a brace of saves by the Catherine Fleming in the Clan goal and a couple of wides ensured no return for that dominance.  Meanwhile Clan made the most of their few scoring chances by slotting over 3pts and finished by forcing a fine save from Coast keeper before the half time whistle.  Half time score Clan NaGael 1-09, Central Coast 1-05.

Coast cut into the deficit with a point within seconds of the throw in and a minute later were denied a goal thanks to strong defending from the Clan back line. Clan added a point before Coast saw a goal chance come back off the post. Coast were to rue that miss as Claire Mullen added 2 goals in quick succession either side of a Coast point to put Clan in control with 10mins to go.  However Coast came back with 1-02 in the next 5 mins to reduce the deficit to 3pts with 5 mins remaining.   The Coast keeper did well stop a certain goal after a barnstorming run by Clan's Norma Kelly.  The same player picked up a nasty knee injury a minute later which lead to a delay in play.  The break in play seemed to stem the Coast pressure and Clan's defence held strong while their forwards picked off scores when presented with the opportunity in the remaining few minutes to increase the deficit to 7pts before the final whistle. Final score Clan NaGael 3-12 Central Coast 2-08.

Claire Mullen (2-05) and Aoife Tobin (1-07) top scored for Clan while Keira Kinahan contributed 2-06 of Coast's total.  Despite the efforts of the forwards, the foundation for Clan's win was built on solid defending by their back line and their full back, Ciara Scallon was deserved winner of the Man of the Match award.

Clan NaGael: Catherine Fleming, Ciara Scallon, Lisa McTigue, Ciara McMenemin, Norma Kelly, Claire Mullen, Aoife Tobin, Marita McDonald, Mary Halpin, Aine Ryan.

Central Coast: Honoria Mitchell, Ashling Jordan, Jenny O’Grady, Evelyn O’Brien, Brid Kirwan, Keira Kinahan, Ann Murray, Laura Flanagan, Sandra Ryan, Barbara Meade, Nessa Doyle.



Hurling Final

Sydney Shamrock 2-19  
Michael Cusacks 2-16 (after extra time)

(2-12 each at end of normal time)

In the match of the day, Sydney Shamrocks claimed the honours with a 3pt extra time victory over Michael Cusacks in a game where the lead changed hands sixteen times. With honours even in their two league encounters, this was always going to be a tight match.

Shamrocks opened the scoring with a point on the 3rd minute after both sides had registered a wide a piece. Cusacks claimed back the lead with two quick points before a misplaced clearance by the Cusack's keeper allowed Shamrocks' Anthony Coale to raise the first green flag of the match.  Shamrocks added a point with Cusacks replying with two of their own before Jeff Molloy scored a goal after an excellent run to claim back the lead on the 14th minute.  With Shamrocks forward play regularly breaking down, Cusacks had the chance to extend their lead, however they were quilty of squandering their chances and could only add on one point before Shamrocks made an attack count with a goal which saw them take the lead.  The sides swapped further points with Cusacks' Alan O'Connor recording his 4th point from play to leave the minimum between the sides.  The last 4 minutes of the half were owned by Cusacks and they drew level with a point before a Derek Bowes goal gave the men in red a 3pt lead at half time.  Half time score Sydney Shamrocks 2-04  Michael Cusacks 2-07.

The second half started slowly and it was 4 minutes before the first score which increased Cusacks' lead to 4pts.  By the 10th minute Cusacks held a 5pt lead on a scoreline of 2-11 to 2-06.  However Shamrocks then dominated the next 15 minutes with their forwards tormenting the Cusacks' defence.  Mike Costigan scored 4 pts (3 from frees) and two further points gave Shamrocks a 1pt lead with five minutes to go.  Connor Hassett drew Cusacks level on the 26th minute however neither side was able to split the posts in the remaining 5 minutes played.  The sides were level at 2-12 a piece on the final whistle and now faced two 10 minute periods of extra time.

After the first period of extra time the teams could still not be spilt.  Cusacks opened the scoring with Shamrocks replying with a point of their own.  Both teams continued in this vain sharing 6 points and 4 wides between them.  Scores level at the end of the first 10 mins of extra time at 2-15 each.  On the back of passionate speeches from both management teams, two points were quickly shared by the teams upon resumption.  A wide for each team followed until Costigan got his 6th point for Shamrocks to give them the lead with 4 mins remaining.  Another Cusacks wide was answered with a Shamrocks point.  Cusacks launched long balls into the Shamrocks fullback line but had no joy with Mick Fitzgerald dominating that area for Shamrocks.  With 1 minute remaining Costigan registered his 7th point of the day and Cusacks were only able to record another wide before the final whistle brought this pulsating game to a close.

Top scoring for Shamrocks were No 4 (0-07) and No. 7 (1-02) while Cusacks’ top scorers were Alan O'Connor (0-06) and No. 11 (1-03).  The Man of the Match award was won by Shamrocks' Brian Power.

Sydney Shamrocks: Martin King, Padraig Holden, Mike Fitzgerald, Mike Costigan, Eamonn Joyce, Tommy Quirke, Anthony Coale, Dinny Forde, Brendan Putler, Shane Power, Gearoid Byrne, Dermot Lanigan, Brian Byrne, Tommy Giltinane, Liam Bourke, Damien Moraney, Mark Tobin, Liam Crowley, Mike Fenlan, Darragh Coughlan, Stephen Lanergan, Chris O’Brien, Paul Burren, Paddy Phelan, Joe Dixon.

Michael Cusacks: Bob Murphy, Dave O’Connell, Steve Creavan, Eoin O’Brien, Bart Hanley, Georiod Keogh, Richie Leahy, Connor Hassett, Mick Murphy, Derek Bowes, Jeff Molloy, Enda Coen, Danny Whitle, Carlin Coyle, Jason Lynch, Alan O’Connor, Paddy Lyons, Mike Winters, Tomas McAullife, Donie O’Leary, Liam Griffin, Johnny Riordan, Martin McKenery,

Steve McInery, Hugh McKeldry, Seamus Collins.




Ladies Football Final

Central Coast 3-22  
Clan NaGael 0-02

Central Coast continued their recent domination of Ladies Football with a comprehensive victory over an under-manned Clan NaGael.   Coast were in dominant form in the round robin games and any chance of Clan recording a surprise victory were dealt a major blow with the absence of a significant number of players.

Coast attacked relentlessly from the throw in and their hard running style of play was rewarded with plenty of scores.  On the 20th minute mark of the first half the scoreline was 3-07 to 0-00.  It was a further 4 minutes before Clan registered their first score.  Coast added a further 3 pts before the end of the half.

Clan’s defence in the second half improved a lot and managed to keep Coast goalless.  The Clan forwards also enjoyed a 10 minute spell of possession dominance however the Coast defence only shipped one 1pt with Sandra Ryan in the Coast goal taking off a number of fine saves.  While the Coast forwards could raise the green flag again in the second half, they were able to raise the white flag an impressive 12 times until the final whistle sounded.

Coast’s No 6, Evelyn O’Brian was the recipient of the Man of the Match award as she played a key role in securing ball and launching attacks with her supporting runs between the two 40 lines.

Central Coast: Sandra Ryan, Vanessa Sayers, Deirdre Wall, Emma Ni Dhonaill, Keira Kinahan, Evelyn O’Brien, Carol Breen, Kate Woodlands, Jenny O’Grady, Joanne Rohan, Stacy Hannon, Sinead Byrne, Claire Conlon, Michelle Bergin, Gillian Behan, Michelle Kiernan, Anne Burke, Barbara Meade, Amy Irwin. 

Clan NaGael: Caroline Bermingham, Edel Connick, Ciara Scallon, Jill Byrne, Cora McCabe, Kate O’Loan, Lisa McTigue, Marita O’Connor, Claire Mullen, Ciara McMenemin, Aoife Tobin, Lorraine Horgan, Monica Coyle, Sharleen Foody, Marsha Murphy, Sarah Ambrose.


Men’s Football Final

Michael Cusacks 0-11 
Cormac McAnallens 0-16

The form book was turned on its head as McAnallens, after just making it into the play-offs beat the table topping Michael Cusacks to claim the League title.  In most of the round robin games McAnallens struggled to score more than 6pts but in the final they raised the white flag an impressive sixteen times to record a well deserved 5 pt victory.

The game started in a hectic pace and there were 7pts on the board after 5 minutes with Cusacks leading by the minimum.  The pace slowed over the next 10 minutes as the midfield area became cluttered and scoring chances were at a minimum.  Two Johnny Brophy frees in as many minutes gave McAnallens a 0-05 to 0-04 lead half way through the first half.  McAnallens continued to starve the Cusacks midfield of any clean ball with Cathal McKenna doing a fine job securing breaking ball.  However clear cut chances were at a premium for either side and McAnallens only added a further point to their lead through McKenna.  In the last 5mins of the half Cusacks managed to regain some of the attacking fluency they showed in previous games.  With Mark Murphy asserting himself more in midfield, Cusacks drew level at 0-06 a piece thanks to points from Mark Reily and Padraig Berry.  However another Brophy point in the last minute of the half gave McAnallens a 0-07 to 0-06 lead at the break.

Despite a bright Cusacks start to the second half which saw the team level on two occasions, the opening 20 minutes of the 2nd term were very much dominated by McAnallens.  The pattern was familiar with their midfielders ensuring no easy fielding opportunities and their half forwards winning most of the breaking ball.  By the 15th minute McAnallens had opened up a 3pt lead which their eleventh score coming from the reversal of a Cusacks free due to ill-discipline.  A further point was added and on the 20th minute a Ciaran Brady point extended the lead to 5pts however it could so easily have been a green flag being raised rather than the white one.

The Cusacks midfield of Murphy and McGovern took over for the next 5 mins and with the introduction of Alan O’Connor into the forward line setup a period of dominance that saw Cusacks launching raid after raid on the McAnallens’ goal.  Mark Reily was unlucky to see a powerful shot crash off the bar although the rebound was put over for a point.  O’Connor added a point to close the gap to 3pts.  Perhaps the key moment of the game came on the 25th minute.  A fine take at midfield by Murphy was feed to Berry who in turn picked out Reilly, finding himself one on one with James Carlin in the McAnallens goal.  Unfortunately for Cusacks the attempt on goal was weak and didn’t test Carlin.  McAnallens regained the ball after this scare and worked it to the other end of the pitch where Brady pointed again to extend their lead to 4pts.  This seemed to knock the confidence out of Cusacks and two further wides seemed to confirm this.  With time running out McAnallens held on to the ball as much as possible and exploited the space being left by Cusacks.  Cusacks seemed to have claimed a final consolation point in the last minute however McAnallens were able to successfully forge one last scoring move before the final whistle to record a well deserved 5pt victory which few would have predicted given the form both sides took into this final.

McAnallens’ Ciaran Brady was awarded Man of the Match as he was a constant threat at full forward and contributed 0-06 while Johnny Brophy added 0-05.  The Cusacks full forward line of Reily, Brady and Kehoe contributed 9pts to their total.

Michael Cusacks: Timmy Walsh, Declan Curry, Brian O’Rourke, David Fitzmorris, Niall Moran, Steve Fox, Jimmy Larkin, Mark Murphy, Ryan McGovern, Gearoid Clancy, Anthony Breen, Donnacha McCarthy, Mark Reily, Padraig Berry, Damien Kehoe, Michael Malone, Cathair Kerr, Paul Kavanagh, Padraig Harrington, Richie Hoare, Shane McMahon, Fergus O’Leary, Alan O’Connor , Barry Carey, Kieran Smith, John O’Callaghan, Mattie Fitzsimmons, Pat MacCorley.

Cormac McAnallens: James Carlin, Damian McKenna, Patrick McCarron, Conor Donelly, Liam Cleary, Mark Quinn, Ciaran Cahill, Cathal McKenna, Sean Sweeney, Dan Fox, Billy O’Rahilly, Barry Cussack, Johnny Brophy, Ciaran Brady, Paul McKenna, Stephen McKenna, John O’Shea, Chris McGeehan, Malte Engels, Ciaran McCartan, Jonathon Gormley, Ray McGoldrick, John Quinn.

